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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORM A TION DISCLOSURE ST A TEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Commissioner: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1 .56 and pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. §1.98, Applicants hereby notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of 
the documents listed below and identified on the attached form PTO 1449 for review 
by the Examiner during the examination of the above referenced application. Copies 
of the documents are provided for the Examiner's use. Translations of the foreign 
documents are not available to the applicant and the translated abstract is provided for 
the Examiner's use. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


JP 2001 173449 


02/10/2001 


Toyota Motor Corp. 


JP 200291440 


10/17/2000 


Toufuji Denki KK 


EP 1099838 A1 


05/16/2001 


Hitachi, Ltd. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class mail in an envelope 
addresses to Assistant Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313 c 
(Da, 




CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.97(e) 

The undersigned hereby certifies: 

That each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed concurrently herewith was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of said Information Disclosure Statement. 

The submission of the listed documents is,not intended as an admission that 
any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. 
Applicants do not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent reference against 
the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy 
of the Form PTO-1449 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 




Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
23326 Hawthorne Boulevard 
Suite 200 

Torrance, CA 90505 
Telephone No.: (310) 791-9120 
Fax: (310) 791-9125 
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